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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SEATINI to Celebrate 30 Years of Strengthening Africa in World Trade
Kampala, Uganda | 28 July 2026 – The Southern and Eastern Africa Trade Information and Negotiations institute (SEATINI) will commemorate its 30th Anniversary on 29 July 2026, marking three decades of strengthening Africa’s voice and agency in shaping trade, investment, fiscal, and development policies while advancing equitable and sustainable development pathways rooted in Africa’s realities, knowledge, and aspirations.
Held under the theme “Advancing Africentric Alternatives for Equitable and Sustainable Development,” this anniversary celebration will bring together policymakers, government representatives, development partners, civil society organisations, academia, private sector actors, researchers, and other stakeholders from Uganda, Africa and beyond to reflect on SEATINI’s three-decade journey, celebrate its contributions and deliberate on Africa’s future development pathways amidst a rapidly changing global economic landscape. 
Beyond commemorating an institutional milestone, SEATINI@30 represents a strategic moment to renew the organisation’s founding mandate of Strengthening Africa in World Trade, reinvigorate its role as a leading African knowledge and policy institution and strengthen its regional and continental footprint. The celebration provides an opportunity to reflect on lessons from the past three decades while positioning SEATINI to respond to emerging challenges and opportunities shaping Africa’s development trajectory.
The anniversary comes at a critical moment when Africa continues to navigate complex global challenges, including unequal participation in global economic governance, climate change, rising debt vulnerabilities, economic shocks, geopolitical fragmentation, and widening inequalities. These realities have reinforced the need for alternative development approaches that are people-centred, knowledge-driven, environmentally sustainable, and responsive to the continent’s priorities.
A key highlight of the celebration will be the launch of SEATINI’s Strategic Plan 2026–2030, which sets out the organisation’s vision and strategic direction for the next five years. Guided by the theme “Advancing Africentric Alternatives for Equitable and Sustainable Development,” the strategy seeks to strengthen Africa’s policy agency through evidence-based research, policy innovation, capacity strengthening, and advocacy across trade, investment, fiscal governance, and sustainable development.
The new strategic direction is anchored on four key pillars: Trade and Investment for Sustainable Development; Financing for Development; Building Africentric Alternatives for Social Justice; and Institutional Development and Sustainability. Through these pillars, SEATINI will continue to advance policies that support structural transformation, economic justice, sustainable financing, citizen participation, and Africa’s ability to shape global economic governance.
The event will also feature the official launch of two strategic initiatives that define SEATINI’s next phase of knowledge leadership and capacity development: the Yash Tandon Trade and Development Knowledge Hub and the Africentric Trade and Development Policy Academy.

The Yash Tandon Trade and Development Knowledge Hub will serve as a pan-African platform for advancing Africentric policy research, knowledge exchange, and critical engagement on trade, development, and global economic governance. Inspired by the intellectual legacy of SEATINI’s founder, Professor Yash Tandon, the Hub seeks to strengthen Africa’s knowledge production, promote alternative development thinking, and support evidence-based policy solutions rooted in Africa’s realities.
The Africentric Trade and Development Policy Academy will provide a continental platform for strengthening policy leadership and building the capacity of government officials, trade negotiators, civil society actors, researchers, and emerging young leaders. Through practical learning, policy analysis, and critical engagement, the Academy will contribute to nurturing a new generation of African thinkers and practitioners equipped to influence trade, fiscal and investment policy processes and shape Africa’s development pathways.
A key feature of the anniversary event will be a high-level panel discussion on “Africa’s Positioning in Global Trade, Finance, and Investment Policy Governance.” The session will bring together leading experts to examine Africa’s role in shaping global economic systems, explore opportunities for strengthening collective bargaining power, and identify pathways for advancing development models that serve the interests of African peoples.
Over the past 30 years, SEATINI has contributed to shaping trade and development discourse through research, policy analysis, advocacy, capacity strengthening, and multi-stakeholder engagement. The organisation has worked with governments, regional and global institutions, civil society organisations, academia and communities to promote equitable trade, responsible investment, fiscal justice, and inclusive development.
Speaking ahead of the anniversary celebrations, Ms. Jane Nalunga, Executive Director of SEATINI, said:
“Over the past 30 years, SEATINI has remained committed to strengthening Africa’s voice in global trade and development processes by generating knowledge, influencing policy, and building the capacity of stakeholders to advocate for equitable and sustainable development pathways. Our journey has been shaped by strong partnerships, evidence-based research, and a belief that Africa must have the policy space and intellectual capacity to define and pursue development solutions that reflect its own realities and aspirations. As we enter our next chapter, we remain committed to advancing Africentric alternatives, nurturing future generations of African policy leaders, and contributing to a continent that is confident, empowered, and able to shape its own development trajectory.”
As SEATINI enters its fourth decade, the organisation remains committed to strengthening Africa’s policy agency, advancing democratic participation in economic governance, and supporting development pathways that position Africa not only as a participant in global decision-making but as an active architect of its own future.
The anniversary celebration will conclude with a networking reception bringing together partners, stakeholders, and friends of SEATINI to celebrate three decades of impact and to strengthen collaborations for the journey ahead.

About SEATINI 
Established in 1996, the Southern and Eastern Africa Trade Information and Negotiations Institute (SEATINI) is a pan-African independent think tank advancing equitable trade, fiscal justice, responsible investment governance, and sustainable development across the East African Community and Africa. Through evidence-based research, policy analysis, advocacy, capacity strengthening, media engagement, and strategic partnerships, SEATINI transforms knowledge into policy influence by empowering governments, civil society, private sector actors, and communities to meaningfully engage in national, regional, continental, and global policy processes.
Guided by Africentric approaches and a commitment to inclusive development, SEATINI works to shape policies and practices that expand Africa’s policy space, promote social and environmental justice, and advance sustainable, people-centred development outcomes at national, regional, continental, and global levels.
For media inquiries:
SEATINI Uganda Communications Office
Southern and Eastern Africa Trade Information and Negotiations Institute (SEATINI Uganda)
Email: communications@seatiniuganda.org | info@seatiniuganda.org
Tel: +256 414 540856 | Mobile: +256 707 4801726

SEATINI Africa Secretariat
Email: info@seatiniafrica.org
Website: www.seatiniafrica.org
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