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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

‘‘SEATINI Marks 30 Years of Strengthening Africa’s Voice in Global Trade and Launches New Platforms for the Future of Africentric Policy Leadership’’

Kampala, Uganda | 30 July 2026

For three decades, the Southern and Eastern Africa Trade Information and Negotiations Institute (SEATINI) has worked to ensure that Africa is not merely a participant in global trade discussions, but an active shaper of the policies and institutions that govern international economic relations.
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As SEATINI commemorated 30 Years of Strengthening Africa in World Trade, the institution reaffirmed its commitment to advancing Africentric alternatives for equitable and sustainable development, while unveiling a new generation of strategic initiatives that will strengthen African knowledge systems, policy leadership and institutional capacity for decades to come.

The milestone celebration brought together senior government leaders, development partners, regional institutions, academia, civil society organisations and the private sector to reflect on SEATINI's contribution to Africa's trade and development agenda and to chart its future direction in an increasingly complex global economy.

Founded in 1996 by Professor Yash Tandon, SEATINI emerged at a time when African countries were entering an expanded global trading system with limited technical capacity to influence international trade rules. Since then, the institution has evolved into one of Africa’s leading independent policy think tanks, transforming research into policy influence through evidence-based analysis, advocacy, capacity strengthening and strategic partnerships.

Over the past thirty years, SEATINI has strengthened Africa’s engagement in multilateral trade negotiations, contributed to debates on trade, investment, taxation, fiscal justice, regional integration, sustainable agriculture and climate justice, while supporting governments, parliamentarians, civil society, researchers and regional institutions to shape policies that advance inclusive and sustainable development.

Delivering the keynote address, Dr. David Luke, Professor in Practice and Strategic Director of the Firoz Lalji Institute for Africa at the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), described SEATINI as one of the few African institutions that has not only endured but thrived over three decades.

‘‘For SEATINI to reach three decades of impactful operation is a powerful testament to the dedication of its founders and leaders.’’

Paying tribute to Professor Yash Tandon, Ambassador Nathan Irumba, and Ms. Jane Nalunga, Dr. Luke commended their visionary leadership in building one of Africa's leading policy institutions on trade and development.

Reflecting on SEATINI's enduring relevance, he noted that: ‘‘Knowledge sharing and capacity building is SEATINI's DNA.’’

He further observed that the institution's contribution is needed now more than ever as Africa responds to geopolitical fragmentation, climate change, technological transformation and shifting global trade rules, reminding participants that "knowledge is power."

Speaking during the commemoration, Ms. Jane Nalunga, Executive Director of SEATINI, described the anniversary as both a celebration of institutional achievement and a renewed commitment to Africa's future.

‘‘For thirty years, SEATINI has worked alongside governments, regional institutions, civil society and development partners to strengthen Africa’s voice in global trade. Our next chapter is about building stronger African knowledge systems and advancing Africentric alternatives that respond to today's development challenges.’’

The Guest of Honour, Rt. Hon. Rebecca Alitwala Kadaga, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for East African Community Affairs, underscored the importance of ensuring that trade drives industrialisation, creates jobs, strengthens regional value chains and delivers tangible benefits for African citizens. She reaffirmed regional integration as central to Africa's transformation and called for greater support to women and youth entrepreneurs.

Remarks on behalf of Rt. Hon. Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda, Special Envoy for Special Duties in the Office of the President, delivered by Prof. Ezra Suruma, emphasised that sustainable development depends on strong institutions, productive economies and visionary leadership.

The celebration also featured a high-level panel discussion on Africa's Positioning in Global Trade, Finance and Investment Policy Governance, where leading African experts called for stronger African agency in shaping global economic governance, deeper regional integration, greater investment in domestic productive capacity, and stronger institutions capable of generating African-led policy solutions.

Launching the Next Chapter

A defining outcome of the anniversary was the launch of four strategic initiatives that will guide SEATINI's work over the coming years:

The SEATINI Strategic Plan (2026–2030), providing the institution's strategic direction under the theme Advancing Africentric Alternatives for Equitable and Sustainable Development.
The Yash Tandon Trade and Development Knowledge Hub, a continental platform for Africentric policy research, knowledge generation, exchange and policy engagement.
The Africentric Trade and Development Policy Academy, established to strengthen Africa's leadership in trade, fiscal and investment policy while nurturing the next generation of progressive thinkers and practitioners.
The SEATINI Africa Website, a continental digital platform designed to expand access to research, policy resources, collaboration and knowledge sharing across Africa and beyond.

The next phase of SEATINI's journey will focus on operationalising these initiatives, transforming them into vibrant platforms that generate knowledge, strengthen institutions, build leadership and influence policies that contribute to equitable and sustainable development across Africa.

As SEATINI enters its fourth decade, it remains committed to working with governments, regional economic communities, academia, civil society, development partners and the private sector to strengthen Africa's policy space, deepen evidence-based policymaking and ensure that African perspectives continue to shape the future of global economic governance.


About SEATINI

Established in 1996, the Southern and Eastern Africa Trade Information and Negotiations Institute (SEATINI) is an independent African policy think tank committed to strengthening Africa’s capacity to influence trade, investment, fiscal and development policy. Through evidence-based research, policy analysis and influencing, advocacy, training and capacity strengthening, and strategic partnerships and alliance-building, SEATINI advances Africentric alternatives that promote equitable, inclusive and sustainable development while transforming knowledge into policy influence in the East African region and across Africa.
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